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BOARD OF REGENTS CONFIRMED 


Following announcement by the President, on February 18, of ap- 
pointments of members to the Board of Regents of the National Library 
of Medicine, the appointments were referred to the Senate Committee 
on Lavoor and Public Welfare, under the chairmanship of Senator Lis- 
ter Hill (Alabama). After the appointments had been reported out fa- 
voraoly by the Committee, the Senate voted confirmation on February 
22, 1957. 


The first meeting of the Board of Regents has been called for 
Wednesday, March 20, 1957, at 9:30 a.m., at the National Library 
of Medicine. 


BUDGET PRESENTATION 


On February 21, 1957, the Director presented the Fiscal Year 1958 
budget request for operating expenses of the National Library of Medi- 
cine before a Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee of the 
House of Representatives. The Chairman of the Subcommittee is the 
Honorable John E. Fogarty (Rhode Island); other members are Repre- 
sentatives Winfield K. Denton (Indiana), Melvin R. Laird (Wisconsin), 
Henderson Lanham (Georgia), and John Taber (New York). The Li- 
brary's request for Fiscal Year 1958 is for $1,450,000. This com- 


pares with $1,314, 767 available for operations during Fiscal Year 
1957. 


JUBILEE PREPARATIONS 


In 1961 the National Library of Medicine will celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of its founding; the year 1962 will mark the passage of 
50 years since the death of Robert Fletcher (1828-1912); the 50th anni- 
versary of the death of John Shaw Billings (1838-1913) occurs in 1963, 
as well as the 125th anniversary of his birth. Before these events will 
have come to pass, we may hope that the National Library of Medicine 
will be securely installed in a new building. (\Vhile we are dwelling on 
the passage of time, it may be noted that the year 1958, in which a re- 
quest for construction funds will be submitted to the Congress, marks 
the 40th anniversary of the earliest formal effort to obtain new housing 
for the Library. ) 
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We hope to make the period of these years atime of jubilee and 
to marx the occasion with a series of special publications. Likely to 
ve first off the press is a Checklist of Medical Americana by Mr. Rob- 
ert B. Austin, Assistant Chief of the Reference Division. Besides be- 
ing a medical Evans, the Checklist will also be a union list of holdings, 
Mr. Austin has been at work on this volume for many years - not since 
192°, when he first entered service at the Library, but with increasing 
tempo, at the very least, since the close of the second world war. 





Following the Checklist, Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian's history of 

the National Library of Medicine will appear. Dr. Schullian of the His- 
tory of Medicine Division in Cleveland has been rummaging through the 
archives, traveling about the country to investigate other sources, hu- 
man as well as bibliothecal, and she has amassed and arranged a great 
deal of material. Ve look forward to her account of the full story, of 
which she has already given us some fascinating glimpses in her pre- 
vious publications (for example, ''Thomas Windsor, Benefactor of the 
Army Medical Library" (Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, 
Vol. 38, No. 2, April 1950) and "Unfolded Out of the Folds” (Bulletin 
of the Medical Library Association, Vol. 40, No. 2, April 1952)). 





Dr. Estelle Brodman, Assistant Librarian for Reference Services, 
is preparing a memoir of Fletcher (see account of the Fletcher exhibit, 
AFML NEWS, October 1954). Fletcher was Billings' right-hand man 
in many undertakings, and at the time of his death at the age of £4 he 
was still at work in the Surgeon General's Library. 





















Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers, the Director of the Library, | 


will prepare for publication the Selected Papers of John Shaw Billings. 





; 


Billings' papers, of which there are almost 200, are widely scattered | 


throughout the literature, and access to them is most difficult. The se- 


lection will place emphasis on, but will not be limited to, the contribu- | 


| 


tions of Billings in medical bibliography. The book will include a bibli- | 


cveraphy of his work; contributions of citations not included in the four 
series of the Index-Catalogue nor in the appendix to the Garrison biog- 
raphy (compiled by Miss Adelaide R. Hasse) will be gratefully received. 


We at the Library even dare to hope that the Supplementary Series 
of the Index-Catalogue will be brought to a conclusion during this jubi- 
lee period. 





REORGANIZATION 


In November 1956 the former Administrative Division was abolished 
and its functions and personnel transferred to the Office of the Director, 
under the immediate supervision of the Executive Officer, Mr. Ray W. 
Grim. Budget and fiscal matters, personnel, mail and records, supply 
and services, and photographic activities come under the jurisdiction of 
the newly organized unit. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE NEWS 


As part of the reorganization, the old Duplicating Section (formerly 
Photoduplication Section) and the Film Projects Section were merged to 
form the Photographic Services Section. This new section, under the 
direction of Miss Muriel Veins, is responsible for all photographic 
activities in the National Library of Medicine. 


Photography has long been used at the Library to supplement inter- 
library loan service; currently, 6,000 orders for photoduplicates are 
being filled each month. The former Film Projects Section was created 
in the spring of 1956 to cope with a long-felt need for photographic re- 
production in another area; namely, the preservation of fragile and ir- 
replaceable books and journals which are in danger of disintegration 
because of age, unusually heavy use, or because they were originally 
printed on inferior grades of paper. The merger of the two sections 
permits the facilities and experience which the Library has acquired in 
the field of photoduplication to be applied to the solution of the problem 
of library materials on poor paper; it allows the more efficient use of 
a large trained staff and a considerable inventory of photographic equip- 
ment. 


Personnel of the Photographic Services Section are presently con- 
ducting an extensive survey of equipment, procedures, and staffing pat- 
terns. New developments in photographic equipment may well make it 
possible to effect sufficient savings in supplies to support the preserva- 
tion program. The rearrangement of furniture and machines and the 
adoption of more efficient clerical and inspection routines may result 
infurther savings of staff time, which can then be applied to the Li- 
brary's new requirements. In short, it is hoped that as a result of the 
reorganization and survey, the Library will not only be able to provide 
better service to its patrons, but will also be able to preserve many 
unique items of medical literature which are now in danger of destruc- 
tion. 


TRANSFER OF ART SECTION 


In recognition of the fact that the major portion of the preparatory 
processing of the art collection has now been accomplished and the 
phase of expanded public services can now begin, the Art Section was 
transferred from the Catalog Division to the Reference Division as of 
February 1, 1957. 


Established as a separate unit in 1945, the Art Section has been in 
the care of Miss Helen H. Cambell (who retires from government serv- 
ice this month) eleven years, during which time the collection grew 
from approximately 15,000 to almost 60,000 items, cataloging was 
planned and carried out, and the pictures were physically rehabilitated. 
A Union Catalog of Portraits, comprising the holdings of five medical 
libraries, is partially up to date, and some reference service has al- 
ready been offered. 
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The National Library of Medicine's art collection naturally relates 
to the field of medicine as a whole; it contains 26, 000 portraits of great 
mien in the history of medicine, as well as pictures of medical instity. 
tions, medical caricatures, and a variety of medical subjects. Besides 
the usual run of glossy photographs, there are original engravings, 
etchings, lithographs, early woodcuts, and other fine prints, together 
with valuable portraits in oil. A large group of Brady photographs of 
Civil War hospitals is particularly interesting. 


The Art Section is considered as part of the Rare Book Collection, 
into which it will be merged when the History of Medicine Division is 
moved into the new building for the National Librarv of Medicine. 


TRAINING OF MEDICAL LIBRARIANS 


The Department of Library Science of Catholic University, with the 
cooperation of the National Library of Medicine, is offering a course in 
medical librarianship during the current semester, and this course 
will be repeated during the summer. Most of the classes are held at 
the National Library of Medicine on Saturday mornings. Dr. Estelle 
Brodman, Assistant Librarian for Reference Services at NLM, is the 
instructor, and several other members of the staff are presenting 
guest lectures. Seven of the twenty-two students taking the course are 
from the NLM, all of these having their tuition paid by the Library. 


THOMAS DOVER, PHYSICIAN AND PRIVATEER 


The February-March exhibit is planned to show some of the high- 
lights in the life of Thomas Dover, 1662-1742, inventor of Dover's 
powder. Books illustrative of his life are displayed; those depicting 
the privateering phase of his life were borrowed from the Library of 
Congress. Samples of Dover's prescriptions (with samples of the pre- 
parations and contemporary containers provided through the courtesy 
of the Smithsonian Institution) are also included. The exhibit was pre- 
pared by Miss Tordis C. Vatshaug of the Reference Division. 


RECRUITING TRIPS 


iiss M. Ruth MacDonald and Miss Eleanor R. Hasting of the Na- 

tional Library of Medicine are visiting various library schools through- 
out the country for the purpose of informing students of opportunities 

for acareer in medical librarianship at the National Library of Medi- 
cine. Their first visit was made to Catholic University's Department 
of Library Science early in February. Later in the month Miss Mac- 
Donald visited the Universities of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Washington, and California; Miss Hasting talked to the library school 
students at Columbia, Rutgers, North Carolina, Atlanta, and Emory 
Universities. Miss MacDonald's tour will conclude early in March with 
stops at the Universities of Chicago and Illinois and at Western Reserve 
University; Florida State University is the final visit on Miss Hasting's 
itinerary. 











